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Communities: Canton, Plymouth, Plymouth Township, Northville, Northville Township, Michigan
• Upgraded cable system to 750 MHz hybrid fiber-eoaxial cable (HFC)

Added 20 Channels, while lowering Expanded Basic tier (EB) price to $21.59/month.
• Introduced upgraded converter box with Interactive Programming Guide (IPG)
• Moved Disney and PASS (a regional sports network) to EB tier from premium service - Previous fee was $9.69/month for

Disney and $11.95/month for PASS.
• Lowered monthly EB tier prices in all areas:

From To
Northville $21.79 $21.59
Canton $21.60 $21.59
Plymouth $21.70 $21.59
Plymouth Twp $21.63 $21.59
Northville Twp $21.75 $21.59

• Introduced "Continental Rewards" Promotion - One Year Contract
• Choice between receiving $5 off monthly cable bill or
• Free HBO (Fee of $9.95/month)

• Introduced Value Packaging
• Best Value Package - EB, Equipment with lPG, HBO, HBC 2, and HBO 3, Encore/Starz, Cinemax 2, Franchise

Fees, Independent Film Channel, fxM, Music Choice, 12 pay-per-view (PPV) coupons. For $49.95/month,
$39.95/month with Continental Rewards Contract

• Value Pack - EB, Equipment with lPG, HBO, HBO 2, and HBO 3, Encore/Starz, fxM, Independent Film Channel,
Franchise Fees, 6 PPV Coupons. For $39.95/month, $29.95/month with Continental Rewards Contract

• Introduced cable modem service
ones Intercable, Jones 5pacenn

Communities: Naperville and Glen Ellyn, Illinois
• Moved Disney to EB tier. Fee was $6.95/month
• Launched pUblic relations campaign positioning themselves as "New Cable Company" in town
• Rolls out one year contract giving customers discounts on EB tier (promotional price of $19.89/month vs. regular price of

$23.87/month.)
Long term premium promotion offering customers 2 premiums for $10/month, 4 premiums for $20/month (normally
$10.95/month each)

ableVislon 5ystems
Communities: Berea, North Olmsted, Ohio
• Upgraded cable system to 750 MHz HFC

- Added 20 Channels
• Introduced upgraded converter box with IPG
• Moved Disney and Sports Channel Ohio to EB. Fee was $10.45/month for Disney and $1.95 for Sports Channel
• Decreased prices on premium services. (From $11.00/month for all premiums to a range of $6.95 - $9.95/month)
• Offered six month FREE preview of 19 new channels - maintained EB price at approximately $19.73/month for 63 channels
• Offered the TysonIHolyfield fight for free in Berea and North Olmsted. Regular price for all other customers - $49.95/month
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Communities: Fraser, Garden City, Southgate, Sterling Heights, St. Clair Shores, Clinton Township, Michigan
• Upgraded cable system to 750 MHz HFC

- Added up to 40 channels
• Introduced upgraded converter box with IPG
• Moved Disney and PASS to EB tier.
• Introduced "Club Comcast" Promotion - One Year Contract

- Rate guarantee and $3 off monthly EB tier price:
Regular w/Club Comcast

• Southgate $22.56 $19.56
• Fraser $22.37 $19.37
• Garden City $22.79 $19.79

• Pledged to meet or beat any offer from a wired cable provider for similar services
• Launched win-back campaign: FREE HBO for one year - Normal charge of $12.95/month
• Beta testing cable modem service
Time Warner lClllcago DMA)
Communities: Glendale Heights, Illinois
• Upgraded cable system prior to ANM entry
• Introduced upgraded converter box with IPG
• Launched the Time Warner Difference Plan in which customers can choose from a 6 month or 12 month agreement.

- 6 Month Agreement - 1/2 price for the sixth month
- 12 Month Agreement - 12th month free
- Either agreement includes:

• Free converter and remote for the duration of the agreement.
• Coupon Book worth $200 towards area merchants

Time Warner (Columbus DMA)
Communities: Columbus, Upper Arlington, Worthington, Ohio
• Upgraded cable system to 750 MHz

- Added 6 channels
• Introduced upgraded converter box with IPG
• Moved Disney to EB tier. Fee was $11.50/month
• Decreased prices in all areas (from $28.58 to $26.95/month)
• Changed from a franchise based pricing system to a standard pricing system only in areas where ANM is present
• Launched "President's Club" loyalty program - one year contract with the following benefits:

- $2 off monthly cable bill or
- One Free premium ($10.00/month cost)

• Announced launch of cable modem service
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Communities: Wayne, Michigan
• Upgraded cable system to 750 MHz HFC
• Added 17 Channels to line-up
• Moved Disney and PASS to EB tier from premium service - monthly fee was $11.45 for Disney and $13.45 for PASS
• Lowered monthly price of EB tier, Premiums, and Remote/Converter

OLD NEW
Expanded Basic $23.95 $22.81
Premium $12.45 $9.95
Remote/Converter $3.37 $2.95

• Launched the Extra Value Club, a retention campaign with two plans for subscribers who commit to basic cable for one year
to choose from:
- Plan A - 1/2 off first month, 1/2 off seventh month, and the thirteenth month for free.
- Plan B - Free Cinemax for one year, no charge for converter and remote.

TCI
Communities: Lincoln Park, Troy, Michigan
• Moved Disney and PASS to EB tier.

• Monthly Disney and PASS were:
Disney PASS

Troy $10.45 $12.95
Lincoln Park $10.90 $10.90

• Offered customers a six month discounted promotional monthly price for EB tier:
Prior Price Promotional Price

Troy $28.08 $23.95
Lincoln Park $25.28 $23.95
Coaxial Communications
Communities: Columbus, Ohio
• Upgraded cable system to 750 MHz
• Moved Disney and Turner Classic Movies to EB tier. Monthly fee was $6.95 for Disney and $11.95 for TCM.
• Added 6 new channels to EB tier, 1 new premium channel
• Eliminated need for converter box for EB (Savings of $1.73/month)
• Lowered EB tier prices for those areas where ANM is present (From $28.40 to $26.40/month)
• Launched pUblic relations campaign to point out benefits of staying with Coaxial as opposed to switching to americast
Various win-back campaigns offering FREE/discounted service
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Cable's Game of Chicken
T

he c~blt!" ind'utry is
. plar..."18' a dicey g!1Ille or

. "chi.ck.e=.," boldl,y milling
its rates in the daubloe·
digit S'tratolllphel"e. (ill.ln'

bUng thnt local consumer grOl.lPS

and regulators won't NIt3.liate give:.
the new spirtt, if you will, of th~

1996 Tel~coClt4lUlication.,Act.
If that sOWlds &. little striclent, t..lUnk

r.bout '.:hi,,, for I:l minu~.1n ~. pe;l1t 6eV­
era! months, just sbout eVl';I';1' waek
some JOCti] newspaper has had. a protni­
nendy placed feature t>rl ti.9u1g cable
rates Tho~art.cJes quote mUDicipal of­
ficials thrutmililg to call for boyrotts of
a particular c.aolQ system, slow dewn
fraJ1chi~e renllwal rt'lquests or, WQr&t

,at, fJe appr.lIb 'I'.'i.:h. t~ Federal Con..
mWlici1tiQ~ Commif.$ion.

W., bow itJ~ b"t'C>ming m~te ~lde­

spread. too, givea all the local btor14!S
frocm the :.lipping serviCflS we subilcriN
to for consumer cable sterle:;, 16 wall as
:hO!l<e lie glean fram Our Own news­
gatb.ermg efforts,

And the pictlU'!' tl1atis begirw.iIlg to
de'/ela? aCf'QiIIl the oourctry li at.a:ri:iIlg·
to [Mit au awM lot like thli cr.e of ca­
ble in tbe early 'SOil, whe!l riting rat(+l)
nacionwide led to th.e pUIIltive enact­
lUlict of the 1992 Cable Act.

But la$t week's ?age-ont' Waslungtcm
Post artide on ri$:nll' cabla fates in
Moz..Lgom.~riCc.l1nty - the stomping
gro·J.lJds ':If t...lJe very same peep!e who
enacted the 1992 Cable Ao:t. 'I\i'hi-rh
cr~mped the i.ar1U&try's a.bility to r~Ge

ral:e~ ba~ thi2n --- should give ea.blll
.1peratOni calise iar ponse.

We're not alone in se,ylnll chat, giveu
the rneU\lred. but~ responare to that
piece from D£><.:ker A.D!m,m, t,IllSldflXlt.
Qr dw i\·auo!.,al Cable TelevislOll Allot.'­
:::iatioc.last week.

"We're illvitiDg sericus potitle;!l
problli:.ns with double-digit price in­
creu&s," An.'fttom llisid, reiterating
wh.. t h" hlS beet! sayir.g fol' the p.ut
th'\l\! years i~ hi.. 101~ ar. hl!ad of the

.,•........~

indu.stry's major 1c.l:bying group.
''If we'rQ not careful, it will be Yogi

Berra and 'deja' Vll. all aver agaiD'
time,· be strflss9d.

M£t.'''()ID, like any savvy ou.siness­
man, rec:ogDizes that I)perators are in­
deed faced witn riSl.D.i r;rogrammillg
costr em top of the emt'lCely expensiVl!
t~bliJlds under way til ace day deli,'er
digital otl'erinp that will maJre cable
more l.i.kely tu survive competitr1e 6k.ir­
muhes in the future.

And ifcable Orm3~J~ give their sub·
seribeI'\! new channel$ ,and ~ri,cell and
t.\lke pains to ~ltpl;ili: t1le emt inCl'f"..lJAeS,

t.hol da.mag£ should be minimal.
But wbtlo tlu: cabl" systems oiel"V'inB'

s~b$cribtl:'i1 in the government's ow.n.
back yard it:U't unifcmnly ja.mmi.Jig
double-4igit !'2te in=reuei, th~ Iik'li.
hood for regulatory wh.ipl-.sh in~,
we thirtk.. I

Last wgek Tite Washington. POB. I'e·

ported that MontfOmery County elcee­
l.\tin! Do\lilas M. Duncan would 51, an
appeal with the FCC. oppos;ng a \,9 ..5
percent -rate incre&~e that would ralse
cable TV biUs $3 a month this July fbt

near))' all oftbe county's 21.0,OOO~\:.b­

sc:rib~rs. Tne system ia CahleTV Mont­
gomery, which is OWDed by SBC Com..
munication, Corp., the paJ'£:nt
complmY of Sout.hwlHlt;o;lm Bell C..,cp.,
whicb also 'JWUS Cable TV Arlington.

But ifs not the only r.able Sj'6l:em up­
pin~ the :m.te L'l Wubiugtau. The
Wa.,~n. Imt lII.11iclll recQunte<l
hikes oy a bost of cJthfllt" 1~'ltena, m­
eludingJanel! Ccmmun.i.cations. wh!ch
had rai5id its rates by 7.7 percent in
February; iilDd Diuricr. Cable-nsion in
Washingtoo trJIl month. antlOU!l..ced a
14 pe~nt lUke,

Tha.t litany ofiD~reaae8 - which., l'f.
member, apl,)\'ar&d I)~ page ene l..'1 that
prOml::lluJ.t newspaper Berling thfl 08­
tiOD'l!i r.apital- weDt an with ILOM re­
ports c: hikes in ArUn&tQn, Va.., where
ca.ble &ubsmbus ...ill see a 12.8 pet­
cent, inCI?3S1e. wh.ile cu~t()r:.Jftn in
Prince William will /let socLse-:l with II.

19.3 percent me.
No wonder. AIl.'ltrom ii! 'l"o:rried, es·

pecially because thOle m.d!! ofreporls
in market after :%iullJ!t em IO;:lI.d to
troubliSl.llD. cODgT9S!iollat inquiries
that might build r:110mUl:lmm

But perhaps \v!:lac's mOri woms"me
is thati'ewco~u­
ard tD gu~w',our ~tOTY~t...\~~k
about~friter.h dropping its ra__ .$3
Ii Jndilth in Sterl.lrJ.g HeieHs. MJC'h-"
l<t{dinr. the CAble operator there. Com· "
cut C~l'p., to match tl:e t&l::o'~ r..ew
ra.tes. (See ~Amt'lrit.ech Drop.'3 F<a~~ b
Michif!lIl Syatt!!Iti.,$ MAy 19. 1997, P$J!
3,)

That'!! a stmy that critics (){ the 1996
Telecommunicationl Act ~t'ed to ~ee,

elpiicially S.o. John McCa..b. (R·Ari.z.),
who maintains that the whole aCT; ks bel­
&\;6 and has onlyr'fultecl in ri,i.dg(',a­
ble and r,hooe racEts that c(':ntiuue tu
soar.

So clip it out a::.ci fiend it tc MeClll1..
and may~ hft'U Tl!alize that the cre­
ation of competition 1, I<Volt:.tiOIUU:Y, ~ot
~volutiontJJ'Y .

.__ ._-_ .. - - ----_ - .. - ---- ------------ -_._--- ._-----'.- ..- ---_.-----------_. --_.:. ------



I
~



....... probably be approached by a company
from ChlcagO (ellmg yeu about the great cable service
th~ can offer. Befon: '.hey ask you ,0 ".,.kc, switch. we at
( ..,.... want yo\.l :0 know alllr.~ [.cIS.

Rc:iloC on ... we: wnn: yO'" 'I' decIde.

Dc lh~y :0,.,." I." ~"u:a' n .-tod II wlLh the Ill....
.................. o' ek l

,hC'~r I.: ",.,nnc's ;\i'(' t"!I:~lJ.\h·~ ;C" toII~,

"'," .,,'" '0'10:1', f,nJ .n.nwI........1nt'11i1, 0 •••_1"*.
_--""........._ .. ", ••O...,.,.,n ,helt 'io<"", 'n i".: C•• ,It<.1<:\'

),;,n ml.'\\ ~:-.lbf,\ln",;,-' ~·"',;::n i2:1U "'~FKr:1[~r,~ 1. \,.r~I4i.·r ..n l:"-~' (b.cA'-' n'","I'01I"\y

"'1... i1~ :1.1c", p~!' yo:. ,f Ihc)' ~!"'ri'\o! IJI!' iLl JI11~SHl:j·.IH""" i':- ..~~.'.'.e ~f.P'Jinlln&'nl?

~'oV'_111

\'1<: .nhilu'.Ll ' ........._ ....M ••_ ..ci on ......

...... 11':..w' IIU:'1 ~Wl' ~c,,~ ;:11#1 :( ,"' Lnl(' ',\Ie' r"-'r },\1l. i.2.IlCnl

'~ .• Ih,~ M\t c sen.... ewue. •••-.'
C_c:il)r.lol

5t:nll)f (,1!1~("1; ~h~1 nilll\,'tt ;:I G(J~tlt:\ eu-e~"~ Cllll"Ci ;me .:n,»w: rr-.....
...........nkeo \4-,11 ,'"/lIr I 'Sl,{)(J diMt'tl". ,;', llH'J( Inl~l"Hh't ;'i/I'~(' '~"l-'''t

rl~I' ;\r; ~, ..IJ.il\"IM.1 h'~ ~,n C:' ~ _~lnl! l:)/:,:~n,!" Sco-,·,r.:c wnld't nla\(llt~ the t(-4i1 IOW;t

:;\1"!,;,UI'~l.o;~".t; !1:;,:I'1 n:l\I.\I-I,t'.

l).'lk,1' ";lera lee , ..... ",; ....._ ••• l!u......
c I" Jnsw~r l~ur <\","1 IOn: III <~'lccr~;l

CMdo..,
~__............_ ..... 'ncl_..I1........ r...r

,10 rtlty "rr•• 1tMAI -_._.......... ;~ \:('<'.1 ,hln~, t\o~", ...inl

I" ?
c..~~\".,,1

Wollt ,OOlmillta te )'"'' , 'I:mllllll1!Iy

OI.':hty(lIT~I.......... ~....---.............-­
.uh :Jr~~erl'!:t1 ~ts LQ i C' (~h" C"WiIOml~?'

e- ",141ft; I... lau"''' itt :k".ct Inlt )~r'

Thair efO ~;b lIalC'li In.. ,her an nOl irlltl'Uled .n Inuncill"K Lhlll""''''~ '.

:Jo ,ncr havt ~il opl."••l __h-....-........ '.,(fttlti t1m~v,

·JI:·I(\·dflt infO"llUli1lCl un Solar.QllN:. Prl"",um and C'.y·ocr·\~t'" ocm<u7

e-doa~

'...,. ......._~hl~• .-...........

Pie.. call us Jr you
nllvc a question..•1'&......

cox
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PROGRAMMING BRIEFS

ATTACHMENT 5
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~ NEW YORK - CBS Eye on
E-t People~aid the network will~

~ available to cable operators on a
t~estrial.e)(CIUSiVe basis, which
weans that it wi!! he ayaj!~ to
satellite services, but not to
telePf)OOe or wIrelesJ

-arslilbUtt1fSthat compete with
cable operators.

The network also announced
the programs that will make up
its prirnetirne lineup when the
channel debuts March 31.

The one-bour Against the Law
will be a nightly series of behind­
the-scenes stories about the
criminal-justice system. I
Remember, a one-hour, weekly
series, will examine pivotal
events through the eyes of CBS
News correspondents.
Eyewitness, a weekly cinema­
verite-style series, will feature
stories from a team of young
video journalists armed with digi­
tal camcorders. Weekly one-hour

program Fast Forward will
remind viewers of the famous
and not-so-famous people that
were once in the headlines. Sig­
nature will be a weekly hour con·
sisting of a conversation with a
provocative guest.

In addition, Eye on People will
package reruns of 60 Minutes
into a nightly series called 60
Minutes More. Today's People
will be a live program focusing
on the stories behind the people

in the day's headlines. And Un­
derfire, a weekly hour, will focus
on war as seen through the eyes
of those who reported on and
participated in the great
conflicts of our time.

The network also announced
that its production center will be
located in New York at 514 West
57th St., adjacent to the CBS
Broadcast Center, and that 70
additional people Will be hired to
work on the network.

HEY, HEY, IT'S THE MONKEES: The
Disney Channel Will present a ret

rospective of 1960s TV I pop group

The Monkees Jan 22.

8tJReAN(, CALF. - The DIIney
Channel Will bn!'€ the musIC of
1960s group The Monkees to a
new generation when the network
debuts Hey, Hey We're The Mon­
kees, a retrospective of the band's
career, Jan. 22 at 8:30 p.m.

The show will feature interViews
with the four members of The Mon­
kees, and it will include clips from
their hit television series. It Will
also feature concert footage from
the group's tours, including h.ts
such as "Last Train to ClarkSVille,"
"Daydream Believer," "I'm a
Believer" and "Pleasant Valley Sun
day."

WOODBURY, N.Y, - On Valen­
tlne's Day, Feb. 14. AmerIcan
MovIe Classics and sister network
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As Wall Street Groans;
A Cable Dynasty Grows

Investors Fear Big Debts. Consumers Fear Higher Prices.
By GERALDINE FABRIKANT

[

T week, Charles F. Dolan, the founder
and chairman of the Cablevision Sys­
tems Corporation, had to bite his

tongue as he listened in calls to the custom·
er service department. "I know your boss
just bought Madison Square Garden,"
grumbled a cable subscriber who saJd he
had been overbilled. "But I'm not helping
him' pay for it"

That customer joined a long list of people
who are unhappy with Chuck Dolan. Sports
junkies fear that the notoriously tough·
minded 70-year-old entrepreneur will raise
ticket prices at the Garden and nudge up
fees for the MSG cable network and Sports·
channel New York. He IS under pressure to
do so to help finance the $650 million pur·
chase of the 50 percent of Madison Square
Garden that Cablevision did not already
own. That acquisition from the ITT Corpora-
tion wi 've CableVision full ownershi of
th rts teams
the MSG cable network. as well as of the
arena Itself. COUled with thA cable rtfe It
alreadV"aS to rve majgr ow Yor area
professional teams the Yankees Mew,

evIls N ts I ders - CabieVision
has become the unc

. te eVision sPOrts..
But even squ~zing more money out of

fans would do little to pacify angry investors
in Cablevision, the nation's slXth-largest ca­
ble operator, with 2.8 million subscribers,
which also owns a host of cable news, sports
and entertainment programming.

Many stockholders believe CableVision,
based on Long Island, had too much debt ­
$3.1 billion plus an additional $1.5 bilUon in
preferred stock - even before the latest
deal.

They are also unhappy with the compa­
ny's unending string of losses, which have
widened every year since 1993. On Friday,
Cablevision's stpc;k C1Q:f'N~~ Deat jts 52­
week low of $25 a sharejn NgyembeL

Perceptions have certainly changed in
just four years. In 1993, Mr. Dolan was a
hero, the Visionary who had given the cable
world the wildly successful Home Box Of·
fice, and the king of packagirtg who had a
magic touch for concocting lucrative pro­
gramming combinations. As the entreDre­
neurpushed to buUd assets thouj§ at the
expense of earnings, Cablevision stock
Jumped tb $12 asnare oecause of Infatuation

with cable in ~e"&[al and the rumors of a
POssible buyOl r h . Ij me Warner and 0 S
West.
---n:iose days of glory are over. No longer
hailed as a prophet, Mr. Dolan is under
pressure tet act more Uke a pragmatist.
Stockholders are urging him to unload some
assets instead of endlessly looking for new
acqUisitions, and to bring in eqUity partners
instead of slogging ahead on his own.

AlthOUgh Mr. Dolan took Cablevtsion, the
company he founded in 1973, public in 1986
at $14.50 a share, he still runs it like a fief.
He has anointed his youngest son, James, as
his "elr apparent. And he has installed his
two other sons, a nephew and a son-in-law in
senior management posts and has given his
Wife's sister a post, too. Mr. Dolan, his Wife.
and their sjx children own 45 nercent of
cableVision stock. worth 1339.3 mmlgn. and
exercise 90 [cent of the voti rt ts. Last
year, e an IS son Jim each earn a little.
over $1 million. Mr. Dolan collects $5.6.
million annually in preferred dividends;
and, at the end of this year, the company
may have to give him a one-time payment ot
$150 million, the final lagniappe on the New.
York City cable system that Mr. Dolan sold

Continued on Page 8
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Ihal his family relalns control .en
alter he and his wife die that he has
sl rlletllred hIS eSlale so thai it can
sell sl'Kk to pay eslale laxes wllhout
10sIIlS control 01 Ihe company. Oflen.
Iamilies have 10 sell so much stocl< in
Ihelr businesses 10 pay those lUes
Ihal Ihey do lose control 01 their
companies.

1

iIil~A.....(&4)'" ~'."ter,
~projeCts

, !JllIlllIQ8I

Ii

II·'......E:J'·I_R1'(34) ," .......
. '.' .--.v(33}......

.. ......y
ldteedOf
P,:-h AItInbow·
".~8f

operations

IN his drive to protecl his .ssets.
Mr. Dolan Is equally 8IIresslve.
In 1988. lor example. when

Sporlschannel was Irylncto snac!he
nghls 10 Yankee games from Its then
nval. Ihe Madison Square Garden
Cable Nelwork, Cablevision Slopped
carrying MSG on Its cable system
dllrlng neaollallons. Mr. Dolan said
he aCled hecause his company's 001I.

tracl wllh MSG was .lso up for rene·
gollallon. However. a person falJ\lI·
iar wUh Ihe sUuallon at the lime
arglled Ihal he look lhe MSG off his
syslems (0 redllce its .ppe.1 to pre
Yankees.

More recenlly. Classic spons "el·
and his son be p/lOlOJr.phed 10Celh· ""ork, based in New York and oW()ed
er for this anlcle.) by a cOflsorllum 01 inveslors, com·

Both men de.1 forthrlchtly with pl.lned 10 the Federal Communlca·
the bailie th.t Jim Dolan 'ouChl Ilons Commission that C.blevlf'1OO
&flalnst alcoholism - • b.ttle Ihat was demanding a chance to 001' •
they s.y be has won. "u everybody stake In the company In exchange,!or
In the Industry who has had prob- running its prOJrams. Mr. Dolan de-
lems were disqualified. there would nled the accusation. The dispute has
be a lot o' v.cancles .rOWld." the ,.pOI been resolved. .l

elder Mr Dolan said "I think Jim Is"", .Even nnw Cabfeyisjoo is mo-III:
In great shape." His son. who was 10 circumvenl a Federal regl!(le-
Ireated lour years &flO at a Hazeldon menl 10 share S~lS Piiifr.mming
Foundalion center. said his ordeal delivered by sau!ite wll riva's ill
had actually strencthened him. "I New York Cily. The I.w dOes IIOl
am a beUer person lor iI." he said apply 10 programming serviCes lIt:.

When Chuck Dolan describes the livered by cable (and lines, SO 1IIf
domains carved out In the company company is busil~ la~l! fI~C
lor the males of lhe nexl cenerallon. ca6les so II can s ite m I
he sounds almosl like an army gen· transmission
eral marshaling his lorces. "Jim Is
Ihe happy generahsl," he said. "Pat D U I It will lake more Ihan hard.
is news," hf> added. re'e"nn~ to the ... ", ~" ~ ... , .)o.~ _~~_l ..... 1.

I:

.IIIA"·....
.....,.(39)
.. Heldoflhe

DDJen '
FoilndIIIIol\·

'~~~10)1

"(4il. Chief >.....
Ii'~~'"" ;~ .... '!"'.- ;~.

him - wiIbout Rettl:

'i

~ contrgJ. And Mr. Dolan has
Clven lIllie indication that he would
be w11l1n& to relinquish even • jot 01
power to oulSlden. On the contrary.
lhe patrl.rch Is clearly croomlng his
children to talt.e over. "The lamlly
has Rrowo liP wllh lhis bllsiness." he

NBC already OWDS 2S pcrCCDt ofR-c;:. and other comC}­
Inc iijiiiiiiIIV IliiiliJip.

fii~~
~-!St.%i~~~~v
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wile to listen toV::::Walstl:":
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The Dolans

rji!oq i!ii baIWe ..., .....
bec_ the company wID lose £lib
flow at the same time. AIilI :aJret
lIijt Mr. DO!ijj IS S1~ pa IIj)
service to the notionreor,anlziga
IheCom~.

. Xccor \0 Mr. Sandler of Sand·
ler Capital Manacement. which has
sold 8OO,O!lO 01 115 one million shares
over tbe last three ye.rs, "~
c.bIe s~ems is a fix, bul It ,,!JO( die

~
TIle bll fix would mean .m.tt!JJ&

Investors In eliher the DlreD' romII'­
~r! o.r_,IR"~.In&iw programm~c:~.-

wllfP.y for

.ut start1i!&-QCw channels and
,-- -,rice schedules takes lime

grpeniIs on aUdience res~se.
Ills IIlIl Ukely 10 generale the1.5

males It • much more Importallt
company."

Mr. Dolan Is conv~ ~8J -=new vlnUil iIiOjjOjiO!yk!i_m
sportWvents wiI' rewa torn·
pan~ th endleSS new~
toe_yo For OOC==
sumer aemiiid Is almost bottomless.
as stllA!ev Jifte, the fOrmer DieS!.
dent of Paral!!Ollllt c.,..,jrecilll
WliiCh used to own the Garden, !t-=lim RiJiiirs have iiiIiI out
S my 6ii fum_Ii Mr. Jilt

:.
After all. wben ITT and Cable·

vision bou&ht lhe Garden In AUlUst
1llt4 for $1.05 billion, both were crltl·
clzed for overpayInC· And yet. only
two and • half years I.ter. ITT could
JIoat that It had sold Its h.1f back to
Cablntslon at a '125 mlUlon protit.

f Nt rice
or

El-reases. be wants to

ameaMliCi;;;rJ:=':y:
number of menu combInat~"~
..." iiiiI nerdy 'i, the 0;
flce" he said. "You would decide

i!I':Sw::J21b:!:~~
aOotle ,.me.t.~.~
i§it or SiJiij iii I ams ana

- -- th.t YOU wanted."

Wamer-U 5 West bid

,r.tlon.
• rumol

Wall Street Groans,
But a Dynasty Grows
ContUwed From Pace 1
to CabIev!slon years -.0.

Media an.lysts and f.mlly busl·
_ experts. moreover. doubt that
he will ever relax his ,rip on the
company's affairs. He hu Sletdfest·
IY refused to dilute his famUy's .

stille. IIlIl OIiiv til

CableVlsIon. Which reported reve­
nue 01 S1.3 billion~ • loss 01 $332.1
million In I.... also ret.lned • board
composed primarily 01 current and
lormer empJoyees. and never seri­
ously entertained the posSibility of
promollng outsiders to control of the
company's destiny.

"In the Ion& run. you Canlllll run •
company where the owner assumes
dlvlnlty for his a<:tlonS," said U!on A.
Danco. who heads the Center for
F.mlly Buslhess In Cleveland.•!d=
:::: "Is a prI3r~
m ~a Ie:

n~be '~n1~ =~r'-s mentiii,y ,6;.
company."

MR. DOLAN declines to con­
firm specific bids. saying
only th.t "every offer had

an overbanc of one sort or another."
Stili, Gordon Cr.wford. senior vice

president of C.pltal Rese.rch and
Manacement, whose mutu.1 funds
own J.5 million d.ss A sh.res of the
company, worth $43.5 mllllon,ls fum·
lne. "lbls company h.s creat assets,
bill II has nol been run lor sharehold·

"0
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w, with SO man~costlYlOC.1 cable
news channels, sn't make puu:h
moue . II also has a lot of debt, " is

10 a wo a t Ion "line
11 I" Ul il a ri s I b· ...-
ill debl."
-,;ndeveD if Cablevision WH,M I.J)

spin off Rambow 10 eXiStlnC-:::t
holders, ~ could po! dO 50 .se
covenants in the parent como!UlY'S
bank debt and preferred stock forbid
such a spinon wltliOUt • m- I

-- I

,Iii InfUSion into taJ)kOvls
o be about $500 million.
• Fmaliy, even tliOUgh ESPN and

Fux are reporledly eager to own a
pIece of Rainbow because of lis New
York sports franchises, Mr. Dolan's
pencham for comrol makes It ques,
1I0nabie whether he would gel a pre·
mlum price withoul giving up some
of his rights.

Some cr.rteS believe rhac ''It eta..
sports leams will hegln maklns their
own deals dlrecllv wli:
tems operators, undermlnllll Cable·
VISion's rOle as a prgcr.mmcr But
Mr. Dolan disagrees. In fact. he gin­
tends that the future belongs 10 ~-
pie like him •

Although Me. Dolan sold HBO to
Time Inc three years after he found­
etl it. he uses II as a model for /be
industry "When I was starting HBO.
I was told by a man al Fox tIIllt
everybody would make their deals
directly wllh the cable systems Il"l'
there wouldn't be any cable net·
works:' he said. "He was totally
wrong '1 he middle man does some­
Hung He rrodun's fmanClal order
lifo pa,kages II IS a real IOle " r)

45-year-old son who runs the compa­
ny's local cable .~ews services. "Tom r.';)l UI 1I1~ IIIUU::JLI Y II lit MIS "yuWfl
is Informallon, he continued. de- -W . . . .. 0._ • ." __ ~._
scribing his 44-year-old son's POSI­

lion as the head of Cable"islon's
computer operallons. A son-in-law.
Brian G. Sweeney, runs the comput­
er operallons .1 the programming
division And a nephew, John Dolan,
runs the Northcoasl Operallng Com­
pany. a wireless phone company Ihat
has, with financln, Irom Cable·
vision, acquired franchises for wire­
less phone services in .reas where
Cablevlslon has cable Iranchises

There are qUirks in lhe way Mr
Dolan has doled oul power to his
offspring. Tom IS nol on the board,
and professes 1101 to mind. ". have
my plate full:' he "Id. Pal, who is on
the board, has done an Impressive
Job at bulldlnJ the company's five
local cable news services. although
he shows little interesl in moVing up
the executive ranks. And the young­
est SOlI, Jim. Is the one among them
who holds the highest corporale
rank.

There Is no Indicallon thaI the la­
ther's approach has created any con­
flict In the Dolan clan, which also
Includes three daughters: Mari­
Anne, who runs the family founda­
flon, Kathleen and Deborah. who Is
married to Mr. Sweeney. All the chil­
dren live close 10 their parents. Each
was given an equal amount of stock
In the company 20 years ago, and.
Me. Dolan said. "There has never
been a divided vote of any kind."

Could the children vole agalnsl
Ihelr father? "II the kids decided we
were going crazy and they wanled 10
take over, maybe they could," Mr.
Dolan said. smiling at the Imposslbil­
lIy of II.

Given thai Ihe family set'ms to
move lock step, II is 110 surprise to
lhuse who know the Dolans thai Ihey
take annual vacallons together "We
go wherever Dad deCides to take
us." Jim Dolan saId

Mr, Dolan is so intent on seelOR

's
..J
rts,

said, speaking softly bul very firmly
"Everybody has been involved wilh
Its ups and downs. It Is • pari of the
family."

son of
lIS fOllllder, R8Ijlti 1. Roberts_ But
Jim Dolan brushed off such crlll­
cllm, sayinJ that he was newer to the
executive ranks and was sUII over­
shadowed by his father.

Atlndustry meetlnJs, news confer·
ences and major Delotlatlons, the
older Mr. Dolan takes center stage.
"Dad has more of. public persona
than I do," Jim Dolan said. '" do the
inside rel.tIons,"

A year 810, Chuck Dolan told one
reponer that when the pair disaaree,
"f let him run up and down until he
cools off,"

His 101I responded, "He sUlltreats
me IlIte a 5-year~d." But last week,
Jim Dolan said that "doesn't happen
anymore."

(Sensitive JD appearances, on
Thursday, Mr. Dolan insisted that he

THE family reomains very much
under Mr. Dolan's thumb. On
many weekday momlllJS, Mr.

Dolan's 41·year~d lOll, Jim, makes
the five-minute drive from his home
to his parents' home in Oyster Bay,
N.Y., to talk business with his father
over coffee. "It Is not unusual for me
to end Or be,ln my d.y .t his house,"
Jim Dolan said last week in an Inter­
view. "And we talk about twice a
day,"

Mr. Dolan's dynasUc inclinations
would bother Wall Street less If Ca­
blevlslon's finances were in better
shape and If Jim Dolan commanded
more respect In the fndustry. AI­
~ Jbe l!lIMWCr Nr Dp!M bas
WorItad at CabIevIston his eatlre c.­
reer lie II diiiiIiIiriCI sometJiilii or.
~ bY Iiii ~n ~ ..,; ..--. ~c:; none

1--- - ,--- - r-,
'95 '\18 '87

~~~
--60 __ L._ .~~

-80,,----
'114

long ferm debIt $3.1 I*Ion

Preferred stock $1.1 blIlon

Equity --$2.3 bllllon

Cornnoo d.l/.cIena None

Cash f10W§ S4I4 mtlflon

TOUII eaplhIl". to cMll now
Cablev.sion 11

Industry averages'
Cable operators 8
Programmers 11

T-.sTO_Tal

The company has 10s1 $2.3 billion
over 10 years and IS lar from
turning a proto!; per-subscriber
prices for cable systems have
fallen; lhe company .s likely to
remain family-controlled lor the
foreseeable lulure

ITOCIlPlllC£

Pmeenlage change III Cablevision's
stock prICe compared With the S& P
500-slock Il1dex

+80% - - --------­

•+60 .----

+40 ------­

+20 - - ------.F-

!~~~ti!!~~~~~liU~'~VJ~·~""ii
work ,t.hostof

repooa' sports services, five JoaJ
new's services ana c.b1e servlcg IlIte
A:merlcan Moviii Classics and Br.vo

S2t

$711 million

S1.32 billion

$25;SI2.t71

1332_1 mHllon,
or$1•.52 .......

MaJket capit.lizalion·

1996 revenues

1996 loss

AT A lILAIM:I

Cablevlslon
Systems

52-week low; high

Dillion or so~l toal so"\!
tgp SttiH~ hiiiiji
necessary 10 be!I C............•• bal­
ance sheet.
~ure bAs Ipycstpts Mt PR:
Ian has promised to sell smems l!ut!

Estomated 1997 loss.
analysts' consensus $11.12 a ahe..
'Values lemily·owned B sh8f8$ (45'" 01
company) al same pllce as publICly
'radad A shar8$
tAs 01 Dec 31. 1996. belore complelion
01 MadISOn Square Garden acquislliorl
§4lh quaner 1996 al annual.ale
"Qeb1 plus prelerred plus equily. marked
lomafkel
Sautee BlC'Jotnbefp FIOIInClaf AM,If,Ols

.......r.N.y.
Sixth-largest opelalll< 01 cable TV
syslems. wilh units .n New Yll<k City.
Long Island, Boston. Cleveland ana

::.sez::~:=-C:;'1':
~-=ff'1
acquiring the han 01 Madison Square
a.rclen complex il dod not already
own. IIlCludes lhe New Yll<k KnlCks
baSl<elbaH leam and New York
Rangers hockey team

E~loyees 5,_

.-A!ICIAL IIlDICATOItI

Friday's close

ers:' he said. "It has been run for the
family. It remains inappropriately
levera,ed and Is a frustraliDJ dlsap­
potntment for all its Investors."

Mr. Dolan contends that he Is al­
ready responding to Wall Street With
major chqes. But In a Ien,thy In­
lervlew at the company's spr.wlIDJ
headquarters In a business park in
Woodbury, N.V., he w.s vaaue about
wh.t those chqes were, spealtln,
In ,eneralllles .bout what mleht be
done - somed.y. "People want us to
deleveraae," he s.ld. "I think we
have more opportunity tod.y. We
can JO to the public; we h.ve the
possibility of p.rlnershipS. We have
lhe posslblilly of partners .t differ­
ent levels. We h.ve always wanted
lhat. I will predict th.t you will see
developments in th.t direction."

RIJht now. thouJh, Mr. Dolan's
mind seems to be focused in the
dlrecUon of 33d Street and seventh
Avenue in Manhattan. And he can't
lulte hide his frustration .t the luke­
'arm W.II Street reaction to his
cqulsltlon of Madison Square G.r­
en. In' one fell swoop, after .11, he

,ocked up control of the n"Ion's most
f.mous sports .ren. and of cable
rlJhts tt' both baseball te.ms, both
bu1letball te.ms, the three hockey
teams and both major sports chan­
neJs In the New Yorl! metrupolilan
are.. I
f_baR teams ve s r,

" reaction Is not, 'Is s ••
Idea?'" Mr. Dolan I.mented, refer­
rlnJ to Mr. Crawford's criticism of
the Madison Square Garden de.1.
"The reaction Is, 'Chuck spends mon­
ey IlIte he had It.' "

HoC ex.ctly. One money man....r
woo JJcbtened his stake before the
Garden purch.se bec.use of the
company's hUle debt thinks Mr. D0­
lan ClOUId have the last l.uJh. "This
transaction makes the balance sheet
more messy," said the man8Jer. An­
drew Sandler of Sandler C.pltal
Manaaement. "But what II does is
give him a strategic asset thaI
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WEGNER AND ASSOCIATES, P,C,
.41'T01NE\'S .4Nb ~SB.CIIS AT L4V

.. ...w:x ....~
gem PCHI'E ymy; NOPl!...!IM

rm ...7Ul FAX Ol!l "'I'm
........ CII..,

""1H'!i C.•11:'" Jjl.' \11 I .....
'M..u.II • ~ A' loll •..,

May 9, 19;1

Ma, Xaran A. raiqer
coacast eel-.
8095 Wall S'tl."••~
5~erlin9 Heights. MZ 48312

ae: Pa~k Place Conda~inlua

t).a.r MIl. ,.iger:

w. r.pre••n~ Par~ Place con4oa1n1ua AS-oclation, and are in
rec.1F of you.r recent lette.rs to Mr. Grady, the Pr.. ldent ot the
A••ociation. W. have ~Y!ewa4 tb. Coaca.t Ca»la9i_1oft A4r....nt
at_ Kay., 1982, &ft4 can find 110 prcwi.1on in that A~.8U1'lt

which qrants Come.st the exc:lu.i'le r1fh1: to prov1_ 0.1.
t.l~iGlon ••rvice ~o ~ co-cwn.~. aC Pazk Plac.. T~.~.fore, it
ia our opinion t:hat Park Plac. ecftdoainiua As.ociation It..a the
ri9ht 't:.o qrant cable tv access to any other f,lZ'Clvider. that it.
wish•••

It you have any ~••t:ion., pl•••• ce~l ••.

S1nce:rely,

Wam. c;. wepel."

"GW/1II.ek

c:c: park Place ccm~a1nlwa.AS-.QCiJ.1l1:;l.pn,'
.,' .... .'-
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C.l"C..tc....
ICllwtl' t
SUI,.;,; 10411gPlla, M14131'2
I1C19?I-U&7

C!BCClMCABT

Mr _ lC:L....1. ~.dy
Par. Ilac. Cccdoaini~.

36511 _P~~ '~.ce ~:ive

8~e~1~R9 I.tgh~~, HI ••310

U : Atz'a__ot. too It:o..1_ Cable ~.l...i • .:L.. S~c:.. a"C. '-u:1c.
~lace eondQ~ai~

Aa p~aa!'ed, eAGl0••d ,lease f~ftd .. copy ~f the Cable
Agzsrnsnt ~.c yoGZ s..iew.

We a~ Coaeas~ 9aluQ our lon9 staa41Af r.l.t.i.ft.~Lp and
&PSazacia1:e the -..ozotmUq. 'to s ........ ~ha r ••i.uata who U .••
."~'c!ai.a. yo~ ~OIIPJ.u. We look fOZ'Yari too ceaY:.Lnu.inq i:.o
pZ'o.~. yOU' zee:i...dADts riU 8't.a1:e-Of'-1:!w..art cable
~1~1.ioa p••gz...;~~, ana.aft~ ft•• p~oo~ctB &DA .e~v~••• f

..1.1. iQCO U. 21st C-1:U:Y.

If' ~ClU ba..... U7 qu.elt.tc::n:ur rtItJu41nq th:i...tte 01: lIe.cl
~UoA&1 U:l.£OZ'IUUOD, p1•••• ooatact .. cli.ZeCU7 at (810)
578-3.50'_



COITIcut Cable
60915 Wd Str'Ht
Starlil'lO ....lghts, MI4S31~
a10Q78~7

~COIVICA~T

Ma.y 19, 1997

Mr. Michael Grady
36518 Park P!ace Drive
Sterli:1g Heights, Ml 48310

RE: Park Place Condominiums
Sterling Heights. Michigan

Dear Mr. Grady:

ATTACHMENT 8 Page 3

Enclosed please find a copy ofthe Right ofE~JY Agreement for yow revit\"I,

It is my understanding that you are not interested in an exctusivc agreement with Comcast
at this time~ however, we would like to cominue to servicc you and your residents to the
best of our ability. The attached agreement will allow us the access to provide cable
service to our current Comcast subscribers.

You may reach me directly at (810) 978-35397 should you have any questions or
concerns. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincereiy~

!vv..cL.Q.L.., rL~
Michene Kuhlman
lMDU Coordinator
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A Sporting Chance
To Be No.1
Murdoch, Malone Team Up to Take On
ffiPN WIth National Cable Sports NetworK.

By Paul Farhi and Leonard Shapiro
wubiDgtDo PostStlffWriten

R
Upert Murdoch has always longed to go head-to­
head with ESPN for first place in the 1V sports

. business. Now he may have assembled the team to
do it

Murdoch's company, News Corp., yesterday agreed to
buy a share of nine regional cable sports channels as well as
a portion of the New York Knicks and Rangers sports teams
and Madison Square Garden from Cablevision Systems
Corp. of New York. .

With one stroke, News Corp. and its partner in the $850
million purchase, cable giant Tele-Communications Inc.,

acquired the missing pieces needed to form a new
national cable sports network.

To be called Fox Sports Net, the new network
will showcase national sports, as ESPN does
now, but also will maintain its regional flavor.
During most hours of the day, the regional
channels will continue to air home-town
games, which often are more popular with
viewersl

The network will have 18 regional cable
sports channels under its direct control,

See MURDOCH. C12, Col. 1

[()'VI
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MURDOCH, From Cl

:: . plus nOiWwned "affiliates," such as the
:, Home Team Sports channel in the
::~.Wasbington area.
· Fox Sports Net will hold re,ional'IV
::..rights for 17NBAteams, 12 professional
: hockey teams, 20 Major League Base­
:-ball teams, and 20 collegiate leagues,
- .such as the Atlantic Coast Conference.
:', Locally, Home Team Sports has rights
: 'to the WJZaJ'ds (nee Bullets), Capitals
. and Orioles games.

In aone-oiWne match, ESPN has the
: advantage ofa combined potential audi­
: ence of 71.1 million homes, compared
: with Fox Sports Net's 55 million house­
: holds. ESPN's brand name islong-estab­
: fished among male viewers, particularly
.. the young male viewers highly coveted
:.. by advertisers. Aoalysts estimate that
· ESPN, which is owned by Walt Disney

Co., is worth more than $S billion. or
roughly the value of CBS.

Nonetheless, the purchase of40 per.
cent of Cablevision's assets will make

· .:Murdoch and TCrs chief, John C. Mao
:.:lone, two of the most. powerful figures in
. the sports television business.Theirtwo
·::companieshave been methodicallybuy•
.: ing regional sports channels across the
::COuntry, but until yesterday bad lacked
.:;a presence in the populous New York

· .and New England areas.
: "You can now go to advertisers and

':SI'/ I can deliver you all these regions,
· you can sen national1y and locally, you

can lle1l their sports newscasts," says
•~one leading sports 'IV executive, who
:.asked not to be identified. "It gives
:.~ a lot ofways to go.... Now,

essentially (Murdoch] has no competi­
tion in any of those regions.

ESPN welcomed the challenge.
"Competition is nothing new to Us," said
ESPN spokesman Chris l.aP\aca yester·
day. "In fact, it's agood thing because it
makes us better. If we continue to do
what we do best, we'll continue to be
successful"

Anational cable sports network is just
one part of the picture for Murdoch and
Malone. By fitting it together with their
broadcast, satellite and other cable net·
works, the two men will have achieved
an unprecedented degree of "vertical
integration"-the ability to create pm­
grams and distn'bute them simulta-.
neously. The ability to showcase games
over so many channels gives the two
partners greater leverage in winning

ATTACHMENT 9 Page 2

future sports rights deals, said Abe
Madkour, editor of Sports Business
Daily, an industIy newsletter.

The immediate beneficiaries of Mur­
doch's new network are likely to be
professional athletes and team owners,
who should reap even more money
from 'IV fees as Fox competes with
ESPN, Ted Turner's TBS and TNT
channels and the major broadcast net­
works for rights deals. Both the NFL
and NBA'IVcontracts are soon to come
up for rebidding.

But ultimately fans could pay more
for tickets, and cable customers could
wind up with higher monthly bills as the
inflated costs of televising sports are
passed along by cable operators around
the country. Montgomery County's ca­
ble operator, for example, explained its

(J)Nf'O
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'. ~-. ";
recent deci~oil to raise PriceS~t 10 ,'; teo+ News Corp. recently joined Tel its satellite venture. That was quickfy
percent by citini the ,aaditional;Cost of· i and othermajorcable finns to become a followed by Murdoch beating out Dis-
canying HomeTeam'sports... "->'", .~,l p8rtnef in the second-biggest satellite neyto purchase cable's Family Chann~1

Sports bas.beenvilal to Murd~iD : 1'Vi»mpany, caI1ed PrimestarPartners. (mwhich Tel held a 20 percent stake).
building.. ~.,~n.<empire;.~~'..i ..... Hoping to ,block· Murdoch. and Ma- Earlier this month, Telboughtasbare
now spaos·JiVe':'~ts. His' dx',i'~ Disney1lOUght to buy Cablevi- of Cablevision. And yesterday Cablevi-
broadcastnetwork'bctimeiil"W1ua1il'i!iOn's:ch8nnels last week, but was un- .sian chose Tel and Murdoch's offer

, equal with NBC, ABC and CBSover~ .: successful. Murdoch andTel may haVe over Disney.
night in 1992 when JiePurcbased diL' had a cOnsiderable negotiating advan- Analyst Art Rockwell ofYaeger Capi-
br'9adcast rights to NFLgaineS for $L6; ( ~.bowever:Tel recently announced tal Markets calls the deals ""msidious
billion. Fox DOW televises NFL. National : tbatit had swapped its New York area and incestuous." '
Hockey League and Major leagu~! : cab~systems with Cablev:ision for Gene Kimmelman, co-director of
Baseball games; it alsO: bas a pending.. . shares equal to 33 percent of the Long Consumers Union, said yesterday the
deal to~ the ~4ngeles~"',1 Islind. N.Y.-based company. close dealings among the companies

,ers for $350 million; wbich,aloiig:with',::· ,Indeed. TeL News Corp. and Ca- "make a mockery of [Washington'sl
, theKnicks wouId;~ J4urd«:il-owner-,.{btevision have been on various sides of efforts to impose public control Over

sb,ip ofteams on:bOth CQI!lls. .i,., "i:;,'several-recent deals. Last month, News cable's marketdominance and monop<)-
. • '.'Malone'sTCfl~,~'~~ ':, " COfp;abaodOlle4 itspartner in asateDite ' ly pricing." 01Iida1s ofTCI and Cablevi­
r ,.serving .a1J9ut' one:' ()(.every five U~\: ; Venture that was designed.to coMpete &ion said each of the deals was made on

.su~~iJJ,~~'~e.~!I;~':':,: ~stth~ cable industry to joinTel in "itsownmerits.
.. ," '. ~. ~·~'.',''';''':.:..:.~~1-~"I.·''''·.i...'''••,,",,,,,,,·~/.''~'~' '. ~ > -.
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fI
Nets call
rights blitz
ovef NFL
ByJOHN DEMPSEY

nr YlIK Protootball could be­
COIDI thebloody batt1elJ"ound of
1~7 for the ruthlSl15 power
.trualu of Rupert Murdoch,
Ted TUrner, Micllael Eianer and
John Malone.

The con!1ict will break out
thil .umme, when the broad­
cut com.'nittee of the NationaJ
Football LeaiUe Itarts talkinr
to 'IUtnen TNT and Eisner'.
ESPN about the renewal ot
rirhts to share a re,w.r..euon
lehedule or 18 Sunday-night
,amls. Those rlthtt expire
after the 1997Ieuon.

Murt:loch'e band rot stronger
dun~ the tinal week ()f June,
'When Newl!l CO!"j). and Malone',

81IDIUN UlDLIU: Th, NF.
oa12 onlr b. j'lJi~''II(Jlorj~ CI
the. pro.lJ"lJet 0 ,df foJi.,. .".,
b1d4ing up rig f'" d1U to ~
MgOtirJtli:i bfl ~far'8 rn.d.

Liberty Mldia bought. a 40'
..take in Cablevi,ion SYIt4tlJl
Corp.', eiaht recion&1 sport
n.tworks!or 8850million.

FoxILiberty also owns th
FX network, which would 1:1
Murdoch's lint choice for SID

niT'll: to I18Zt~


